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said, if such, has been the case. In one respect the
analogy fails to illustrate what I have been attempt-
ing to suggest. The wax cylinders can but give out
what has been impressed on them in succession, just
as it was received; they fail, therefore, to illustrate
the supposed activity, and rapidity of passage from
subject to subject, which was conceived to belong to
memory when the being is in possession of a body of
a more refined nature than the present.

But whatever may be thought of the quickening
of the memory in a future state of existence, there is
one thing respecting the effect of right and wrong
exercises of the will which we know very well by
experience. We know that habits, as a rule, are of
slow growth. Character is formed by degrees as a
result of repeated exercises of the will. I do not for
a moment deny that sometimes a change may sud-
denly come over a man which has the effect of alter-
ing his whole course of life. Yet even in such a
case, though a change in the character may begin,
it requires time for becoming matured. The man's
course may be compared to a curve in which the
direction of the tangent takes a sudden alteration.
It may bei that the curve, thought of as continuously
traced, which had been descending begins to ascend.
Yet it does not all at once attain a high elevation,
though it may tend to rise more or less quickly.
Thus evil habits, the result of repeated evil acts, still